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SUBJECT: HUGO CHAVEZ AND VISAS 
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1. (C) PRESIOENTIAL CANDIDATE HUGO CHAVEZ HAS BEEW INVITED T¢ 
PARTIC(PATE (HA SEPTEMBER 17-18 “MIAMI HERALO” COMFEREACE, THIS 
IMVITATION MAS SEEN MADE PUBLIC: ANB LOCAL MEOIA HAVE REPORTES THAT 
CHAVEZ WILL BE GIVEN A VISAr OR A “SPECIAL PERMISSION.“ TO ENTER 
THE U.S. TO ATTEND THE CONFERENCE. IN RESPONSE JO QUESTIONS FROM 
THE MEGtA, WE HAVE NBTED (WAT CHAVEZ 1S IRELIEIBLE FOR A VISA AND 
THAT THIS CONDITION HAS NBT CRARGER. IN RESPORSE TO INQUIRIES FROM 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CHAVEZ CAMPAIGN: WHD-NAVE ASKED ABOUT THE 
POSSIBILITY OF OBTATHING A VISR TO ATTEND THE CONFERENCE, WE HAVE 7 
SAIB THAT THE US. POSIT(OM 1S DEFINED BY LAW, THAT THtS POSHTION 
WAS REAFFIRMED BY THE SECRETARY: AND THAT THIS POSITION STILL 
HOLDS. END SUMMARY 
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2. (C1 HUGO CHAVEZ HAS BEEN INVITED TO PARTICIPATE iN THE 
SEPTEMBER 17-18 MIAMI HERALD CONFERENCE OM THE AMERICAS: ACCORDING 
TO CARLOS TINOCD, AN INFLUENTIAL MEMBER OF THE CHAVEZ CAMP. TINOCO 
TOLD US AUEUST 24 THAT MDAMT HERALD REPRESERFATIVES HAVE CONFAGTED 
_ CHAVEZ AND HAVE REQUESTED CONFIRMATION OF WIS ATTENDANCE AS SOOM AS 
~ POSSIBLE. POST'S INFORBATION OFFICER CONFIRMED WITH THE MIAMI - 
HERALO THAT CHAVEZ HAD BEEN IKVSTEB 10 ATTEND THE COKFERERCE. 
ACCORBING TG THE MIAN( HERAL(, CHAVEZ KAS ACCEPTED TRE CRVITAT (ON, 
THE CORFERENCE IS ERTITLEB “SHAPING BUSINESS ANB POLICY FOR THE WEW 
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3. (C) LOCAL MEDIA HAVE REPORTED THE INVITATION. ARTICLES 
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APPEARED IN THE AUCUST 24 REWSPAPER “EL SHIVERSAL” AND IN THE 
AUGUST 25 KEWSPAPER “EL HACIONAL.” “EL UNIVERSAL” REPORTED THAT 
CHAVEZ WOULD RECEIVE A VISA TO ATTERO TRE TWO-DAY CONFERENCE. 
BOTK NEWSPAPERS ASSERTED THAT THE U.S. WOULD GRANT A UISA OR 
"SPECIAL PERNISSION.” THIS INFBRMATION HAS BEEN PICKED UP AND 
REPORTED BY RADIO AND TELEVISHBN NETWORKS. 
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APRIL OF THIS YEAR: THEN ASSISTANT SECRETARY DAYIOBWe DURING A 
PRESS CONFERENCE IN WASHINGTON, PUBLICLY STATED THAT CHAVEZ 15 
IWELIGIBLE FOR A VISA. THIS PDSTTION WAS REAFFIRMEB BY TRE 
SECRETARY DURING A JUNE 2 PRESS CONFERENCE IN CARACAS AT THE BAS 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


5. (6) WE WAVE RESPONDED TO PRESS (WQVIRIES REGARDING THE MIAME 


WERALO (NVITAT(GM BY STATING THAT CRAVEZ (S$ EMELIGIBLE FOR A VISA 
UNDER U.S. LAW ANB THAT THIS CONDITION HAS NOT CHANGED. YE HAVE 
NBTED THAFs QTHER THA A VISAr NO “SPECIAL PERMISSION” EXISTS BY 
WHICH RUGO CHAVEZ COULD ENTER TNE U.S. (SEE PRESS GUIDANCE IN PARA 
It. 

6. Gb IH RESPONSE TO INQUIRIES FROM THE CHAVEZ CAMP WE HAVE 
RELTERATED THAT THE U.S. POSITION 1S DETERMINER BY LAW THAT TRE 
Pherae REAFFIRMED THAT POSITION. AMD THAT FAIS POSHTION 

$ 5, 


7, Qs WILL CHAVEZ BE GRANTED A VISA TR VISUT THE U.S. TW 
SEPFERBER? 


.+ THE SECRETARY OF STATE HAS STATER PUBLICLY TWAT WR. CRAVEZ 1S 
INELIGIBLE FOR A VISA. WE HAVE NOTHING TO ABD TB YHAT EXCEPT TO 
REF: 97 SVATE 188453 

SAY ThAT QUR POSITION HAS ROT CHANGED, 

-+ BEYOND THATs | CAHNOT DISCUSS SPECIFIC BETAILS OF VISA CASES. 
Q.; HAS CHAVEZ BEEN INVITED BY THE MIAME RERALB TO ATTENB A 
CONFERENCE SEPTEMBER 18-19 iN MIAMI? 

Bo: YOU SHOULD CHECK WITH THE HERALD. 

@.; “EL HACIONAL” SUGGESTS TRAY: SRSTEAD OF RECEIVING A VISA 


CHAVE? COULD OE GIVEN SOME SORT OF COMBITIGHAL OR SPECIAL 
PERMUSSION TO EMTER THE U.S. 1S THAT TRUE? 
A: WO. HR. CHAVEZ WOULD NEED A VISA TD ENTER SHE U.S. 


@.: “EL WACEOWAL” REPORTS THAT CHAVEZ WILL HEEF WITH A 
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REPRESENTATIVE OF THE USG TOMORROW 1 DETERMINE A DATE OM WHICH 

CHAVEZ CAN PICK UP THE NECESSARY OOCUMENTATION. 1S THAT TRUE? 
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